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SHALOM HOUSE 

742. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question I would like to acknowledge the year 5 and year 6 students from Ravensthorpe District 
High School, if they are still up in the public gallery, on behalf of the member for Roe. 

I refer to Gary Adshead’s article in The West Australian yesterday titled “Time to help, not stop, Shalom House 
drug rehabilitation centre”. 

(1) Is the Premier aware of Shalom House and does he support its work? 

(2) Is the Premier aware that the Minister for Planning is intervening in a longstanding planning issue in the 
City of Swan? 

(3) Will the Premier direct the Minister for Planning to cease intervening to the detriment of Shalom House 
and offer full government support for this important facility. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(3) I counsel the member that the minister is sitting two seats up from me. If he has concerns about anything 
she may or may not have said that I am unaware of, perhaps he could ask her. 

On the broader issue of the treatment of methamphetamine, I think the recognition is there and the figures 
that came out yesterday and the day before show that this government’s plan is making a difference. We 
have a long way to go on the treatment of methamphetamine. When I get around regional 
Western Australia or the city, I see that a lot of people are impacted by methamphetamine. It is 
a disturbing thing. A lot of the crime in our community is because of methamphetamine. A lot of the 
violence and domestic violence is because people make the mistake of taking methamphetamine thinking 
that they can handle their taking of the drug when, clearly, they cannot. The measures that we have taken 
over the last 18 months have been very strong—law enforcement, interdiction of supply and also trying 
to deal with issues surrounding demand with more treatment such as methamphetamine rehabilitation 
prisons and the like. The figures tabled by the Minister for Police the other day show that there has been 
an improvement. I do not want us to rest on our laurels. It is a long hard road ahead of us. 
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